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THE CENTER FOR
GIFTED STUDIES
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS
Forty years for The Center for Gifted Studies adds up to
40 summers of SCATS (initially with a different name), 39
summers of the Advanced Placement Summer Institute, 38
summers of VAMPY, 29 years of Super Saturdays, and many travel
opportunities. The Center has engaged children, young people,
educators, and parents in a variety of programs and professional
learning opportunities.
The Center has also hosted five Javits grants (the only federal grant
specifically focused on gifted children), with the newest one having been
awarded this spring. The Center is partnering with Johns Hopkins University
on a Javits grant entitled Project Launch Plus.
A highlight of the fortieth year was emerging from the pandemic to offer six
weeks of residential programming (SCATS, VAMPY, and Camp Discover) and two
weeks of nonresidential programs for elementary children (Camp Explore and Camp
Innovate). The new addition to residential programming was Camp Discover which
was offered to sixth graders as a component of the Javits grant (see article on page 14).
Thanks to all of you who have supported The Center in myriad ways – making gifts, sending
children to programs, sharing information with others about The Center’s programming,
and overall lending a hand whenever needed! Thank you so much!

Dear Friends of The Center for Gifted Studies,
The Center for Gifted Studies is forty years old! Four
decades have been filled with opportunities for children and
young people, their parents, and educators.
What an unusual time the last two years have been
for The Center for Gifted Studies! I am happy to report
that the summer of 2021 was a “normal” one for programs
offered by our center. We had approximately 400 campers
in SCATS, VAMPY, Camp Explore, Camp Innovate, and
Camp Discover. We had so many outstanding teachers and
dedicated counselors who worked together to make summer
programming special for campers.

Pete Mahurin (1938-2021) was
a friend of The Center for Gifted
Studies for a long time. He had been
interested in the work conducted by
The Center since his daughter Sarah
Jo first came to programming (SCATS
and then VAMPY). Pete was a member
of The Center’s Advisory Board from
its beginning in 2001. Pete, Dixie,
and Sarah Jo initiated the Mahurin
Endowed Professorship in Gifted
Education in 2001, and Julia Roberts
is honored to be the first Mahurin
Professor. Pete, Dixie, and Sarah Jo
made gifts that allowed the World
Council for Gifted and Talented Children
to move the headquarters from the
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Camp Discover is our new opportunity, made possible
through a partnership with Johns Hopkins University on
a Jacob Javits grant. The focus of Project Launch Plus is on
talent development, starting with sixth grade students,
and on continuing to encourage advanced learning in
preparation for opportunities beyond high school.
The launch of the Talent Identification Program of
Kentucky – TIP-KY – a talent search in Kentucky, is happening
this year. The first opportunity will be to have 4th – 6th
graders take the I-Excel, an above-level assessment that can
be a guide for appropriate learning opportunities for the
individual child. We are also working on establishing abovelevel testing for seventh and eighth graders via the ACT. A
state recognition ceremony is in our plans, too. Check The
Center’s website for additional information as it is available.
Thank you, Friends of The Center, for the many ways you
support our vision and mission through your gifts and your
help disseminating information about opportunities!

University of Winnipeg to WKU in 2011.
Above all, Pete provided advice
and support, serving as a mentor for
Julia. He could always be called upon to
offer wisdom and a unique perspective
for the best way to continue moving

Sincerely,

Julia Link Roberts
Mahurin Professor of Gifted Studies

The Center forward. Pete often
introduced individuals to Julia, ones he
knew would be interested in furthering
the vision and mission of The Center. A
fellow member of the Advisory Board
described Pete as “a true gentleman
and a friend of gifted education.”
Another Advisory Board member
said, “The world will be diminished by
Pete’s passing. He left an incredible
legacy. Some of it, of course, was in
bricks and endowments, but much
more of it was in his friendliness, his
wisdom, his encouragement, and his
vision. Every life and every entity he
touched was better because he was
part of it.”
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The Mission for The Center
We are committed to encouraging excellence by providing educational
opportunities and resources to three populations: gifted and talented students,
educators working with gifted students, and parents of gifted students.

The Vision for The Center
An internationally preeminent center, The Center for Gifted Studies envisions
expanding services in five areas: (1) offering educational programs for gifted children
and youth, (2) providing professional development opportunities for educators,
(3) enhancing communication and advocacy for gifted children, (4) conducting
research and developing curriculum to remove the learning ceiling, and (5) building
a testing and counseling component for gifted children and their families.
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During lunchtime one day at SCATS,
campers sit in groups around Fresh Foods
eating chili dogs, pasta salad, and chocolate cake as they talk and laugh. It might
seem like any other school lunchtime
scene, but meals are in fact one of the
many built-in ways that SCATS addresses
the social-emotional needs of its students
by encouraging friendships that often
blossom into years-long connections.
Campers meet in a variety of ways
and bond over a variety of interests. Erin
White of Bowling Green and Maddie
Hawkins of Prospect met because they are
in the same hall and are both taking Storytelling 2.0. They share an interest in anime
and the singer Pitbull. Anthony Gannone
of Frankfort met roommates Jon Little
and Levi Ferguson-Oles, both of Berea,
because they had classes together; he then
discovered they all liked Dungeons and
Dragons. Jonah Hill of Berea found he
shares similar opinions on pop culture
with the campers at his lunch table. Claire
Springsteen of Elizabethtown and Jane
Young of Louisville sat at the same table
for lunch a few days in a row and started
talking. Claire says, “I thought her outfit
was cool.”
The experience of Jalen Dykes
(SCATS 2019) of Louisville is familiar to
many campers: “I have a lot in common
with the friends I’ve made, like we play
sports or our favorite thing to study is
social studies or science. I have something
in common with everyone I’ve met.”
A group of five girls eating lunch
together — Adrika Saha of Newburgh, IN;
Jaini Haria of Owensboro; Izzy Jackson
(SCATS 2020) of Hebron; Mary-Margaret
Shewmaker (Super Saturdays 2020)
of Owensboro; and Jamaria Smith of
Louisville — all love classical music and
like to watch true-crime TV during Hall
Time. Adrika explains she met each friend
in a different way: “I already knew Jaini
because our families are friends. Izzy is in
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Friendships
Flourish
at SCATS

my counselor group. I met Mary-Margaret
on the first day playing cards. Jamaria’s
room is across from mine, so we started
talking.”
Calvin Brooks of Louisville made
friends with several campers because he
brought juggling equipment to camp. They
also share other interests, such as debating, baseball, and chess.
For a lot of campers, making friends
at SCATS is easier than making friends at
school. Izzy says, “It’s easier when you’re
on the same academic level and you can
talk about lots of things.”

Jalen notes, “You kind of have to
make friends because you sleep in the
dorm with everyone, you interact a lot,
and you sign up together for Optionals.”
The SCATS cell phone policy also encourages friendships. Odera Onwelumadu
(Super Saturdays 2020) of Bowling Green
points out, “It helps that we’re not on our
electronics. We’re trying to make connections with other people.”
Counselor Lauren Simons (SCATS
2013, VAMPY 2014-17) of London concurs: “Not having any technology forces
campers to talk. At camp, I never missed

PHOTOS BY ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

my phone because I was so immersed in
making friends.”
Counselors encourage connections
among their campers as well. Nate Dyer
(Super Saturdays 2021) of Murray had
been sitting by himself at lunch until his
counselor, Mario Hernandez (VAMPY
2015-18, Gatton 2020) of Bowling Green,
“forced me to come to a table. I’ve made a
lot of friends there!”
Mario explains that when it comes to
getting campers to try to make connections, “I don’t give them room to say no. If
they try to argue, I say, ‘Try it for one day.’
And then they end up sitting all together.”
He also says, “Engaging in Optionals or
other activities is the best way to start
friendships because sometimes just talking
isn’t enough.”
The atmosphere of acceptance at
SCATS helps make these new friendships possible. Counselor Clara Manning
(VAMPY 2014-16) of Georgetown says,
“Campers can be unapologetically themselves — they don’t have to worry about
judgment.”
Counselor Darby Tassell (Super Saturdays 2007-11, SCATS 2013-14, VAMPY
2016-17, Gatton 2020) of Bowling Green
sees SCATS friendships as even more
important this year: “The pandemic gave
a lot of people a chance to live in their

heads and discover who they are. Here,
they’ve been able to find people who relate
to them.”
The results of these camp friendships
can often be long-term connections, as
seen in the counselors themselves, all of
whom attended SCATS and/or VAMPY.
Declan Delaney (SCATS 2015, VAMPY
2016-18) of Mt. Juliet, TN, says, “I’m
working with my friends from camp for
six weeks this summer! We could have

done internships or summer jobs, but we
wanted to come back and give this year’s
campers the same great experience we
had.”
Counselor Baylor Hill (SCATS 2013)
of Berea (older brother to Jonah) notes,
“I was the only counselor this year who
didn’t know any of the others. Now I feel
like we’ve been friends for a year — that
speaks to the environment at SCATS.”
Clara’s camp friendships have been
life-changing: “I met Lauren my first year
of camp, and I’ve talked to her at least
once a week for the past six years. She’s
been there for the hardest things in my life
and the most fun things. I wouldn’t have
found that friendship without camp.”
The next SCATS will take place June
5-17, 2022.
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Unlike in classes at school, the 115 students who attended
VAMPY this summer from June 20-July 10 did not receive any
grades. This shift away from traditional assessment methods
creates space for learning that focuses on growth rather than
predefined achievements, and on passions rather than test
performance. As Physics student Ellen Sego (SCATS 2017-19) of
Glendale says, “I get to learn without the worry of keeping some
arbitrary grade — I can focus on getting what I need out of the
class rather than getting what other people want me to get out of
the class.” However, if there are no grades, how do VAMPY teachers know that students are learning?
To begin with, many classes employ student presentations
where students synthesize and apply what they have learned. In
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VAMPY
Focuses on
Learning,
Not on
Grades

week two of Ancient Civilizations, teacher Jan Lanham of Gravel
Switch had her class create presentations on famous battles in the
style of modern TV news. Alex Minter (Super Saturdays 201517, Innovate 2016, SCATS 2017, VAMPY 2018-21) of Bowling
Green and Shawn Cochran (VAMPY 2019-21) of Hendersonville,
TN, reported on the battle of Marathon while incorporating
paper helmets, changing roles, and humor. First Alex interviewed
Shawn as he portrayed Athenian general Miltiades, who asserted,
“My army was assembled in haste!”
Next Shawn switched to the role of Pheidippides, the
Athenian messenger who ran 26.1 miles to report the news of a
Persian defeat and died on the spot. “Oh, my gods!” Alex shouted
before interviewing the ghost of Pheidippides, to whom he offered a coin to cross the river Styx.
After several more role changes by both students, Jan asked
the class, who had filled out evaluation sheets during the presentation, what Alex and Shawn had done well. She also gave
the presenters her own immediate feedback and asked the whole
class to discuss why the battle was significant. The presentation
format required students to stay engaged, demonstrate knowl-

edge of facts as well as analysis, work on
public speaking and creativity, and share
ownership of teaching and learning in the
classroom.
The lack of grades also allows
VAMPY classes to shift the goals of a
course. Teacher Kenny Lee of Bowling
Green in Physics wants his
students to learn concepts, but
he also wants them to “appreciate the topic. Physics has a
reputation of being hard and
difficult, but it’s really not — it’s
just thinking about the world
around you.” Therefore, he does
not worry about the “constant
repetition and drill” that might
need to happen in a school
physics course. He says, “We hit
a topic, discuss it, go through
it, and go onto the next topic.
Whatever they absorb, they
absorb. Our course is more fastpaced — and a lot less stressful.”
Besides giving assessments at the
end of each week, Kenny tracks students’
learning by asking questions and checking
their work. He also does demonstrations
that help students apply concepts. On
Monday of week three, he showed them

a metal rod with current that alternated
50 times a second. He put a small metal
cylinder onto the rod and held it there,
asking them what would happen when he
let go. Ibrahim Ali (Super Saturdays 2019)
of Bowling Green correctly predicted
that it was making its own magnetic field

and would therefore fly off. Kenny asked
for a volunteer to catch the cylinder, and
the class unanimously volunteered Corey
Coleman (VAMPY 2019-21) of Berea. As
Corey prepared, hands out, knees bent,
Kenny paused to tell of the time that he
did this demonstration and the student

who was supposed to catch the cylinder
instead took a hit right between the eyes
— “and he never stopped grinning!” Corey, fortunately, caught the cylinder easily.
Math is probably the most test-heavy
of the VAMPY classes because many
students are hoping to earn high school
credit for what they are studying. However, teacher Natasha
Gerstenschlager of Bowling
Green says Math still uses a nopressure approach: “Students
take ‘traditional’ assessments,
but they are not high-stakes. If
you fail one, you take it again.”
The assessment also does not
end with the usual big red
grade written at the top but
rather becomes one step in a
three-week-long conversation.
Natasha grades the work, but
then “the student and I have a
conversation and talk about any
questions they missed.”
Natasha finds the structure of the
class works well for the students: “At first
they were intimidated by the idea of taking tests, but then they realized they could
open a book to look up a formula or ask
a friend in class for help. They realized
that their individual performance was not
being put up against a relative measure —
they were truly assessing themselves.”
VAMPY students also know that
they are learning. Charly Nanney (SCATS
2018) of Memphis, TN, who took DNA
and Genetics, said, “At school it doesn’t
seem like I’m learning much because everything goes so slowly, but here we went
through the curriculum really fast.”
Cristina Tekemska of Cordova, TN,
also a DNA student, perhaps captures the
VAMPY ethos best: “I know I was learning
because I developed new ideas on the topics we were studying — I’ve been thinking
more about things I had never thought
about before.”
The next VAMPY will take place June
19-July 9, 2022.
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Tracy Inman:
Such an
Important
Person to
The Center
Tracy Inman, who retired this summer,
has been such an important part of The
Center for Gifted Studies. Her invaluable
work began in 1990 when she first taught at
VAMPY and continued when she served as

The Center
will miss the many
skills and talents
of Gail Hiles, who
retired this summer after 21 years
as a key member
of our staff. She
has been the
“go-to” person for myriad responsibilities
central to the missions of The Center and the
Kentucky Association for Gifted Education
(KAGE).
Gail’s work was essential to the successful coordination of efforts by The Center and
KAGE. Her contributions were numerous
— including editing the KAGE Update four
times each year, maintaining the membership database, planning and registering
participants for conferences and workshops,

8
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communications
coordinator from
1998-2000 and
then as associate
director starting in
2001. Her numerous contributions
are so appreciated
by The Center as
well as by the state, national, and international gifted education advocacy groups to
which she has given so much time. We will
miss her in our offices.
Tracy has co-written or co-edited six
books on gifted education, and her excellent
writing skills have been recognized with five
Legacy Book Awards from the Texas Association for Gifted and Talented. Tracy also edited the first fifty editions of The Challenge,
our award-winning magazine. Her keen eye
for editing and her vast knowledge of The

Gail Hiles
Offered
Her Many
Talents to
The Center
and coordinating KAGE Foundation scholarships.
Gail also organized and directed our
Super Saturdays program. She scouted for
teachers all year and helped them develop

Center’s work combined to keep articles in
The Challenge engaging and informative.
Tracy is as much a teacher as she is a
writer. She called her Humanities course at
VAMPY, which guided students through a
study of the afterlife using classic literature
and art, as “the best teaching experience
you can ever have.” Her teaching was recently recognized when she received the 2021
Part-time Teaching Award for the College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences at WKU.
She has also played a key role since 2018 in
teaching the cohorts of teachers in Jefferson
County earning the gifted endorsement.
In honor of her work, Dick and Julia
Roberts made the first gift to create a
scholarship in Tracy’s honor. The Tracy Inman
VAMPY Scholarship will be awarded to a
camper who needs financial assistance and
who portrays outstanding characteristics
as a young scholar. Gifts for this scholarship
can be made to the Tracy Inman VAMPY
Scholarship.

strong classes by giving them ideas, suggestions, and possible class descriptions, which
she then edited into the program brochure.
Speaking of brochures, Gail designed
many over the years, such as for our Travel/
Study Tours. She also greeted hundreds of
children coming to our programs as well as
adults arriving for parent and educator sessions. One of her favorite parts of her job, in
fact, was standing out in the hall as students
were leaving their Super Saturdays classes
and hearing a child tell a parent, “Look what
we did today!”
In honor of Gail’s commitment and service, Dick and Julia Roberts have started a
scholarship for children who need financial
assistance to participate in Super Saturdays.
Gifts can be made to the Gail Hiles Super
Saturdays Scholarship.

Pete Borum (SCATS 1996) graduated
from Stanford University in 2006 with a
BA in music, science, and technology. He
is the executive director of Squint Labs,
Inc., which works to combat misinformation and disinformation through technology and content.
Clayton Crocker (Super Saturdays
2001, VAMPY 2006) earned a BS in
physics and a BA in mathematics from
Denison University in 2013 and a PhD in
physics from the University of Maryland
in 2018. He is a planner for the quantum
engineering solutions group at Keysight
Technologies, which helps accelerate the
development of emerging quantum technologies.

Morgan Giles (VAMPY 2001-04)
graduated from Indiana UniversityBloomington in 2009 with a BA in
Japanese language and culture and in
linguistics. From 2017-2019, sponsored by
the Japanese Ministry of Education, she
did research in contemporary and modern
Japanese literature at Waseda University in
Tokyo, Japan. She now works as a translator of contemporary and modern Japanese
fiction and lives in London, England. Her
translation of Yu Miri’s Tokyo Ueno Station
won the 2020 National Book Award for
Translated Literature and the UK Translators Association’s First Translation Prize;
it was also shortlisted for the 2021 PEN
America Translation Prize. She says, “I’m
really struck as an adult by what a vital
and encouraging atmosphere VAMPY was
for me and by how many lasting friendships I made there.”

Ryan Gott

Yutong Gu (VAMPY 2012) earned
two degrees from the University of
Southern California, a BS in electrical
engineering in 2019 and an MS in electrical engineering in 2020. He is a firmware
engineer at Zoox, Inc. an autonomous
vehicle company working to launch a ridehailing service.

Maureen Flynn

Maureen Flynn (SCATS 1995) earned
a BS in marketing at Xavier University
in 2003 and an MBA in marketing from
DePaul University in 2013. She writes,
“I have worked in a variety of marketing
roles across industries, including several
Fortune 500 companies in Chicago as well
as a startup. I currently manage marketing
for Aetna’s Student Health business on a
national level. I remember having so much
fun at The Center. SCATS brought kids together from all over, and I made so many
great friends there. It was fun to be around
others who wanted to learn and grow as
individuals.” She is on Facebook as Maureen Flynn and Twitter and Instagram as
@moflynn2002.

Ryan Gott (SCATS 2009, Gatton
2013) attended the University of Alabama
in Huntsville where he received a BSE in
aerospace engineering in 2016 and a PhD
in aerospace systems engineering in 2020.
His dissertation work was on plasmabased water purification. He is now a
postdoctoral researcher for NASA at the
Kennedy Space Center in Merritt Island,
FL. He writes, “We use plasma for lots of
fun things! We’re working on systems that
will create water and oxygen on the moon,
disinfect seeds and enhance space gardens,
and reduce waste on future long-term
missions to the moon and beyond. I will
always be grateful for my time with The
Center. It helped me explore things on a
deeper level and expand my experiences
in a powerful way.”

Kara Hodges (Super Saturdays 200208, SCATS 2008-10) earned a BA in political science and sociology from WKU in
2018 and an MA in Sociology from WKU
in 2019. She writes, “I just got married in
July to Jon Warren (Gatton 2012, Counselor 2013-15), who was a counselor the year
after I went to SCATS (so we just missed
each other!). We met in 2017 and moved
to Nashville after I graduated.” She is on
Facebook as Kara Hodges and Instagram
as karahodges.
Craig Jackson (VAMPY 1991-94;
Travel 1993, 1994, 1996) earned a BS
from Washington University in St. Louis
with a major in psychology and a minor
in philosophy. He worked in psychology/
medical research at St. Louis Children’s
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Hospital before earning an MS in education and a JD, both from Indiana University. He was a litigator for a brief period
and, he writes, “Since 2011, I’ve been very
happily working at Indiana University on
non-technical problems in the cybersecurity field, including a temporary faculty
stint with the U.S. Navy. I’ve published
a book with O’Reilly and recently led
a Congressionally-funded large-scale
cybersecurity assessment at the Port of
Virginia. I took a long path to end up in
national security work, but every part of it
has added to what I do today. I’m married
with two elementary-aged boys, and my
wife is an educator. Those camps were lifechanging for me.”
Merritt Johnson (SCATS 1994,
VAMPY 1995-96) earned a BS in electrical
engineering from WKU in 2004 and an
MS in accounting from the University of
South Alabama-Mobile in 2014. He was
a naval officer from 2004-2009 and has
worked as an accountant for a small group
of court reporting companies since 2015.
He writes, “I learned so much at camp —
it was a great program and tons of fun. I
look back on those memories fondly. Dr.
Roberts and her husband were great leaders, and I remember them fondly as well.”
Becca Mitchner (Super Saturdays
1999-2002, SCATS 2003-05) earned a BS
in 2013 from Murray State University with
a double major in recreation & leisure
studies and nonprofit leadership studies.
She earned an MS in 2015 from Murray
State in human development and leadership with a dual emphasis in outdoor education and special education. She is the codirector of summer and respite programs
as well as the client services manager at
the Nuhop Center for Experiential Education in Perrysville, OH. She explains, “I direct a summer camp program that serves
neurodivergent youth and young adults,
including autistic individuals as well as
those with learning differences, mood
disorders, and other differences. During
the school year, I assist with our outdoor
education program, which helps elemen-

10
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tary and middle school-aged students
create a safe connection with nature and
their peers.” She is on Facebook as Becca
Mitchner.
Maunik Patel (SCATS 2001) received
a BA from the University of Pennsylvania
in 2009 with a major in the biological
basis of behavior and a minor in health
care systems management. He received
an MS in 2010 and an MD in 2014, both
from the Georgetown University School
of Medicine. After a fellowship in vascular
and interventional radiology at Medstar
Georgetown University Hospital, he took
a position in 2020 as an interventional
radiologist at the Veteran’s Affairs Medical
Center in Washington, DC.
CJ Sadler (SCATS 2012-12, VAMPY
2014-15) earned a BS in human nutrition
from the University of Kentucky in 2020
and is now working on a PharmD at the
University of Kentucky Pharmacy School.
Langdon Shoop (SCATS 1989,
Travel 1993) was the owner and operator
of Frank Shoop Automotive from 2004

until 2019. In 2020, he joined the leadership team of Citizens Guaranty Bank, a
community bank with branches in Irvine,
Richmond, Berea, Stanton, and London.
Nikki Shoulders (SCATS 1990)
earned her BS in accounting from the
University of Kentucky in 2000. She works
as an accountant for Davies, Goldstein &
Associates and lives in West Jefferson, NC.
Kaitlyn Potzick Slugg (Super Saturdays 1998-2000, SCATS 2000-01) graduated from the University of Louisville with
a BA in English and earned a JD from the
University of Louisville’s Brandeis School
of Law. She is a commercial real estate
attorney at Stanley Esrey & Buckley in
Atlanta, GA. She and her husband just
welcomed their first child, Sophia Marie,
on May 25.
Carol Carneal Turse (VAMPY 198990) graduated from Bryn Mawr College
in 1998 with a degree in chemistry and
from Washington State University in 2009
with an MS in environmental science. She
has taught undergraduate general science

Alums – Today’s
Gifted Young
People Want to
Hear from You!

We are developing a list of
alums to serve as resources for
programming offered by The
Center, such as Super Saturdays,
SCATS, and VAMPY classes. You
could, for instance, peak about
your career or hobby, answer
questions about your time living
abroad, or provide guidance for
a specific project in your area
of expertise. If you are willing to serve as a possible resource, please sign up at
wku.edu/gifted/alumni/alum-resource-list.
We have already had alums contributing! This summer at VAMPY, Paul
Hudson (SCATS 2010, VAMPY 2011-13, Gatton 2015, Counselor 2015) and Bayley
Ranes (Super Saturdays 2009, SCATS 2009-10, VAMPY 2011) spoke to the Math
class, Jen Glass (VAMPY 1997-99) spoke to the DNA & Genetics class, and Sarah
Thomas (VAMPY 2012-14, Counselor 2017) spoke to the Problems You Have
Never Solved Before class. At Camp Discover, Randy Pinion (VAMPY 2000-03,
Counselor) spoke to the Math class.

ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

courses and conducted research for NASA’s astrobiology program, and she currently teaches chemistry as a professional
teaching associate at Cornell University.
Elizabeth Page Velasquez (Super Saturdays 1998, SCATS 2001) earned a BS in
marketing science at MIT in 2011: “Being
from Kentucky and not studying a hard
science, I wasn’t the typical MIT student,
but going to school with people from all
over the world who were way smarter than
I taught me tons about how to communicate and fit myself into the world. Now I
work for a research consulting firm that
helps clients become more obsessed with
their own customers’ needs. I currently
manage a team of data analysts who translate our scads of consumer and business
data into valuable insight for our clients in
a range of industries and across the globe.”
She and her husband, Josh, live in Min-

neapolis where they work from home and
raise their four-year-old daughter, Ava.
Kathryn Wallace (VAMPY 2006-08)
earned a BA in foreign language and international economics and in environmental
sustainability studies from the University
of Kentucky in 2014. She earned an MA
in diplomacy and international commerce
from the University of Kentucky in 2015
and is now working on an MS in yoga
therapy from the Maryland University
of Integrative Health. She is the senior
advisor to the deputy assistant secretary
for antidumping & countervailing duties
in the U.S. Department of Commerce. She
says, “VAMPY times were some of the
best of my youth. They inspired me to be
a confident, intelligent young person and
provided me with a nourishing, supportive community.”
Aaron Williams (SCATS 2005; Travel
2006, 2007) received a BA in history and

political science from Bellarmine University in 2013 and a JD from the University
of Louisville in 2016. He is currently
working as a civil defense attorney for
Phillips Parker Orberson and Arnett in
Louisville. He previously worked as a
public defender.
Alice Whitaker (VAMPY 2017-18)
moved with her family from Bowling
Green to Wellington, New Zealand, in
2018. She is studying speech and language
pathology at the University of Canterbury.
She writes, “VAMPY was an incredible
environment that taught me it’s possible
to spend quality time with friends while
also focusing on your studies and enjoying
learning.”
Taylor Young (Super Saturdays 201011, SCATS 2011-12, VAMPY 2013-15,
Gatton 2017) graduated from the University of Louisville with a BS in chemical
engineering in 2021. He lives in Louisville.
The Challenge | Fall 2021
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Like most events during the
COVID-19 pandemic, IdeaFestival Bowling Green (IFBG) was different this time.
The eighth annual festival, hosted by The
Center, was held online on February 17
with more than 150 participants, including school groups from 12 Kentucky and
two Missouri school districts.
With a theme of “Re-start, re-think,
re-imagine,” IFBG 2021 stressed youth
participation. Two seniors at The Gatton
Academy, Krupa Hegde of Union and
Gloria Huang of Bowling Green, assisted
in planning the event. To make sure the
festival created a sense of community and
immediacy, each component of the day

IdeaFestival Bowling Green
Re-imagines for 2021
involved a way for participants to contribute directly, such as by asking questions,
submitting artwork, or appearing on
camera.
The first speaker, Janessa Unseld
(Super Saturdays 2013, Gatton 2021),
a finalist in the global video contest
Breakthrough Junior Challenge, spoke directly from the downtown Bowling Green
studios of Vid Monster, which produced
the livestream. Her talk, “Ambitions Don’t
Expire: Why and How to Explore Your
Interests,” focused on how young people
can discover and follow their passions.
The second speaker, Matt Gosnell, vicepresident of development at App Harvest,
spoke from Morehead on “AppHarvest:
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Creating America’s AgTech Capital Within
Appalachia”; he took the audience on a
virtual tour of the company’s facilities and
discussed how technology can innovate
agricultural practices. Finally, Frankie
Lewis, designer and founder of Frankie
Lew Organization, spoke from Los Angeles, CA, on “Building on a Budget,” relating
how she created her own fashion show
in Louisville from scratch and how to
repurpose materials for fashion. For each
speaker, Gloria and Krupe appeared on
camera in the Vid Monster studio to conduct a Q&A, asking their own questions
and those submitted by the audience via
chat and Twitter.

The morning was expertly emceed by
Bowling Green High School senior John
Guthrie (Super Saturdays 2009, 2011).
We are grateful to AT&T for serving
as a Major Sponsor and to The Gatton
Academy and Vid Monster for serving as
Contributing Sponsors.
To see artwork, geode photos, and
the livestream video, visit wku/edu/gifted/ideafestivalbg. The next IFBG will take
place February 16, 2022.

PHOTOS BY ERIKA SOLBERG

The festival activities began with artist Brianna Harlan in Ridgewood, NY, leading the audience through an art exercise
where they made rubbings of everyday
objects to document their pandemic
experience. Participants then uploaded
their work so Brianna could compile it
into a book. Shelby Rader (Gatton 2009),
assistant research scientist in geochemistry at Indiana University, showed participants how to grow their own geodes in
eggshells using household ingredients
from her home in Bloomington, IN.
Natalie Tyree, assistant professor in the
WKU Department of Art & Design, led the
audience from her WKU studio in creating
their own logos and icons to represent the
festival’s theme. Participants sent their
creations to artist Andee Rudloff who in
real time incorporated their designs into
this year’s IFBG mural, which was then
made available to download and color.
Finally, Justin Magaw, manager of partner
and program strategy of the Kentucky
Science Center in Louisville, taught participants about computer programming
through a pen and paper exercise.

The Challenge | Fall 2021
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On the last morning of Camp Discover, Baby Bear was in the witness stand.
The lead defense attorney for Goldilocks
approached slowly, one arm behind his
back. “Baby Bear,” he asked. “Why didn’t
you lock the door to the house when you
went for your walk?”
“I’m five,” the witness answered a bit
petulantly.
The judge, teacher Justin Mitchell of
Bowling Green, advised the witness to
“lose the attitude.”
“Why did you scream when you went
to your room?” questioned the attorney,
also known as Max Isenhower of Alvaton.
“I didn’t expect to see someone in my
bed,” Baby Bear (Eliza Lewis of Alvaton)
answered.
Perhaps not expecting this response,
the defense team called for a moment
to consult with each other. Around the
courtroom, lawyers and witnesses began
whispering intently, plotting strategies and
predicting outcomes. It may have been a
mock trial, but the enthusiasm — and the
learning — were real.
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Throughout the six days of The Center’s brand-new camp, the emphasis was
not only on learning concepts like coding
and math, but on skills like teamwork,
self-confidence, and open-mindedness.
Camp Discover, which ran July 12-17, is
one of the components in Project Launch
Plus, a program funded by a federal Javits
grant; The Center is partnering with
Johns Hopkins University on the project.
Almost 50 students who had completed
sixth grade and attended a rural and/or
majority-reduced-lunch school were recruited from 16 school districts to attend
the camp this year at no cost. They also

The Inaugural
Camp Discover

PHOTOS BY ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

oratively —such as valuing and respecting
each other’s ideas. I have been surprised
at how these campers have come together
and worked well, despite coming from
different backgrounds and having different
personalities. I’m excited to see what they
put together.”
Teamwork was also evident in Coding: Create Your Own Video Game where
teacher Jennifer Sheffield of Bowling
Green helped students code interactive
creations using Scratch, a free programming language that uses block-coding.
Jennifer noted that students who brought
some knowledge of coding into class

completed an online academic enrichment program and will return for a second
summer of camp next year, at which time
a second cohort of sixth graders will begin
the program.
Student took four courses that met
each day Tuesday-Friday and participated
in group activities like friendship bracelet-making and Capture the Flag in the
evening. They also listened to exceptional
stories from guest speakers General Lloyd
“Fig” Newton and camp alum Will Luttrell
(SCATS 1985, VAMPY 1986-89).
In Justin’s Think Like a Lawyer class,
the students spent the week studying law
cases and argument strategies, then held
the trial of Goldilocks so they could put
their new knowledge into action. Justin’s overall goal was “for them to see it’s
okay to debate/argue with someone in a
respectful manner.”
In Engineering to the Rescue, taught
by Melissa Rudloff of Bowling Green,
students explored the engineering design
process as they developed prototypes of
various life-saving inventions. Melissa
said, “I want these students to believe that
they can do anything they put their mind
to. We all think like engineers, and we all
have that engineering talent within us.”
In one engineering challenge, Bailey
James of Bowling Green and Alyssa Jeakle
of Horse Cave demonstrated that talent
when their initial design for a life jacket

for a can of tomatoes, a wrapping of foam
assisted by several straws taped together,
seemed to have failed. But then Alyssa
noticed, “It’s floating on its side — the
side with the straws! We have to add more
straws!” A later test proved the theory
correct.
In Breakout Games + Math = The
Perfect Combination, teacher Natalie McCutchen of Woodburn created a course
where campers worked on problemsolving, math skills, and teamwork as
they used math to solve breakout games
and design their own, with themes such
as “Space” and “Minecraft and Fortnite
Mash-up.”
Her overall goal, she said, “is for them
to work together cooperatively and collab-

helped out those with less experience. She
also noted “a lot of creativity and a lot of
humor. They are very quick to learn and
integrate new ideas.”
Creations included a game called
“Help the IRS,” a puppy party, and animated characters. Hayden Boone of Bowling Green coded a pitcher-batter baseball
game. He said, “I like that in coding,
you’re able to control everything. I don’t
get some of it yet, but I’ll learn!” Maddy
Blakely of Cave City said coding appeals
to her because “You can let your imagination go wild.”
We can’t wait to have Haden, Maddy,
and all their fellow campers again next
year and see what else their imaginations
create!

The Challenge | Fall 2021

15

The Center welcomed students who
had finished first through third grade to
Camp Explore on July 5-9. The theme this
year was patterns, and one pattern our
teachers saw was that of typical behaviors
of high-interest and high-ability students.
In Language Arts, teacher Mary
Evans of Bowling Green observed many
moments of such behaviors. On Monday,
she shared with campers the book Paulie
Diamond and the Magic Book by Alice
Kuipers. The main character loves to make
lists, including lists of all the books she has
read, so one activity Mary’s students could
choose to do was make their own list of
their favorite books. She said, “Their lists
revealed accelerated reading levels as well
as high interest in reading.”
Mary also discussed literary devices
with her students and asked them to raise
their hands if they heard one of those
devices used in the story: “Most of them
knew what a simile was, and there are tons
of them in the story, so they raised their
hands a lot. They also quickly caught onto
what hyperbole and alliteration are. You
would not expect typical second and third
graders to have as much interest in literary
devices as these campers did.”
In Science, teacher Iesha Eaton of
Elizabethtown encouraged high-interest
and high-ability behaviors by asking openended questions. Her students studied
patterns in the environment, including
pattens in the sun and moon. On Tuesday,
she began their discussion of the moon by
asking, “What do you already know?” and
listing their responses on the board. Iesha
noted that one student told her that “the
moon is spheroid — egg-shaped — and
I didn’t know that! I love when students
have different experiences and bring them
into the classroom. It’s one of my favorite
things.”
Iesha also saw perfectionism in
her students, another trait seen in some
high-ability and high-interest students:
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High Interests
and Abilities
Are Easy to
Find at Camp
Explore
“Sometimes when I present new information or pose a question they don’t understand, they’re hesitant to answer for fear
of not being right. But we’re all learners
here — there is a learning process, and no
one is perfect, so I try to model that for
them and point out when I make mistakes
myself.”

Like Iesha, Math teacher Kierra
Chandler of Bowling Green used openended questions. Her students spent the
week studying geometry and building Ferris wheels. She said, “I love asking students
what they notice. In a regular classroom,
if I showed students a Ferris wheel and
asked them that question, they might

ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

point out it’s pink. But Camp Explore
students really analyze it and notice all
the shapes in it. I can push them further
because they start off further along, and
that’s exciting.”
Open questions also lead to communication among students. Kierra
explained, “I really like having students
talk to each other. I give them ‘think time’
and then ‘share time’ because students can
hear ideas that they didn’t have. It gives
them an opportunity to fill in a gap and
lets them take ownership of their ideas by
sharing them.”

Clowning and Art class, because they
both have a creative focus, provided many
chances for high-ability and high-interest
students to abandon perfectionism and
“right answers,” explore possibilities, and
take their learning as far as and in whatever direction they wanted to go. Clowning
teacher Nick Wilkins of Bowling Green
used a positive approach in his class: the
word “can’t” was banned, thus encouraging a mindset where change is possible.
Activities like juggling were open-ended
with multiple choices to make — some
students focused on learning to toss two

scarves while others mastered tossing
three bean bags.
Art teacher Andee Rudloff of Bowling
Green encouraged a classroom of curiosity
and “no fear” where mistakes do not exist.
She said, “I try to have them use as many
different media as possible and get them
to create what is in their heads rather
than the way they think I might do it.” On
Tuesday, students used markers to draw
buildings with designs that used patterns
and were related to the building’s purpose. Finished pieces included a building
inspired by the Eiffel Tower, a helicopter
landing port, tiny 3D buildings with swirly
lines and repeating colors, and an art center covered in a rainbow pattern.

There was one other important pattern of behavior observed that is common
among high-ability and high-interest
students: humor. Whether teacher Julie
Boggess of Franklin, TN, was reading the
camp a book full of silly highjinks during
the opening session, Nick was cracking tried-and-true clown jokes, or Iesha
was counting, “One, two, … seven!” the
responding giggles and laughter were right
at home at Camp Explore.
The next Camp Explore will take
place July 5-8, 2022.
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Amber Hill
Louisville, KY

Lori Spear
Peachtree Corners, GA

John & Dawn Hitron
Louisville, KY

Kathy Strunk
Gallatin, TN

Mark & Catherine Hunt
Lexington, KY

Keyana Thomas
Louisville, KY

Jamiera C. Johnson
Louisville, KY

Verizon Foundation
Tulsa, OK

John & Frederica Kernohan
Bowling Green, KY

Matching Gift: Alumni Fund Lori
Wittlin (VAMPY 1987-89)

Eliane Kurbegov
Miami, FL

Jon (Counselor) & Kara Hodges
(Super Saturdays 2002-08,
SCATS 2008-10) Warren
Antioch, TN

David & Laura Harper Lee
Bowling Green, KY
Holly Lewis (Travel)
Arlington, VA
Will Luttrell (SCATS 1985;
VAMPY 1986-89) & Thi Phan
Philadelphia, PA
Fannie & Charles Maddux
Bowling Green. KY
In honor of Tracy Ford Inman

Wendy Behrens
Red Wing, MN
Tyler Clark (Counselor)
Bowling Green, KY
Carrie Dichiaro
Lexington, KY
Eric Edds
(SCATS 1988-89, VAMPY 1988)
Bowling Green, KY
Marjorie Farris
Richmond, KY
Angella Huddleston Foster
(SCATS 1992; VAMPY 1993-94)
Greenbelt, MD
Ruthene Glass
Bowling Green, KY
John & Barbara Grider
Bowling Green, KY
Randy & Jane Hansbrough
Bowling Green, KY
Beth Hawke
Bowling Green, KY
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Scott Willoughby
Hardinsburg, KY
Max & Lucy Wilson
Hickman, KY
David & Miki Wiseman
Bowling Green, KY
Joe & Judy Wismann
Talent, OR

Scott Nass
(VAMPY 1988-91; Counselor)
Palm Springs, CA
Chivas Owle
Casselberry, FL
Shea Pitts
Vestavia, AL
Zara M. Risoldi
Stephens City, VA
James & Marsha Serdenis
Louisville, KY
DR. A.W. "LARRY," CAROL, AND
RICHARD STEPHENS LAIRD FUND
IN MEMORY OF RICHARD LAIRD

Ronald Abrams
Prospect, KY
Janet & John Ames
Crestwood, KY
Lloyd Stephen & Gloria Bailey
Naples, FL
Rita Bell
Masonic Home, KY

Pete & Dixie Mahurin
Bowling Green, KY

James & Virginia Woodward
Louisville, KY

Jim & Diane Matherly
Bay City, MI
In memory of Jerry D. Glover

Alan Yungbluth
Bowling Green, KY

Janet Meeks
Custer, KY

RILEY JANE LAWRENCE
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

Taylor Bolton
Atlanta, GA

Laura Broughton
Shelbyville, KY

Mary Broecker
La Grange, KY

Amy Burmeister
Florham Park, NJ

Diane & Jim Buchart
Louisville, KY

Jenny Burton
Russell Springs, KY

Linda Bunting
Louisville, KY

Jasmin Chen
Louisville, KY

Rebecca & David Carson
Louisville, KY

Tyler Clark
Bowling Green, KY

Jerry & Janis Clanton
Naples, FL

Miranda Edminster
Louisville, KY

Community Foundation of
Louisville
Louisville, KY

Prabodh & Daksha Mehta
Elizabethtown, KY
Mikki Phillips
Louisville, KY
Jonathan Plucker
Germantown, TN
Cara & Bob Pitchford
Bowling Green, KY
In honor of Gail Miller Hiles
Dolly & Rankin Powell
Corydon, KY
Jody & Neva Richards
Bowling Green, KY
Dick & Julia Roberts
Bowling Green, KY
In honor of Gail Miller Hiles
& Tracy Ford Inman
James & Rebecca
(SCATS 1986-87) Simpson
Bowling Green, KY
James Snider
Franklin, KY

Cassandra Hobbs
Louisville, KY
Lindsey Hoehn
Louisville, KY
Rachel Kruer
Carmel, IN
David & Sarah Markham
(VAMPY 1988-90) Lawrence
Louisville, KY
In Honor of Janice Lawrence

Susan Bench
Prospect, KY
Susan Blois
Louisville, KY

James & Mary Crain
Louisville, KY
Charles & Mary Anne Cronan
Louisville, KY
Angela Deweese
Louisville, KY
Gail Deye
Louisville, KY

Friend of The Center Justin Mitchell (among other roles,
an instructor for SCATS 2014, VAMPY 2015-21, and Camp
Discover 2021), has been honored as the 2021 Kentucky
History Teacher of the Year and as one of ten finalists for the
National History Teacher of the Year Award by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History the nation’s leading
organization dedicated to K-12 American history education.
Justin teaches at Franklin-Simpson Middle School in Franklin.
We are so proud of Justin!

Friend of The Center Lhousseine “Lhouie” Guerwane, who
has taught the Arabic class at VAMPY since 2013 and
been instrumental in obtaining our grant from the Qatar
Foundation International for the VAMPY Arabic Scholarship,
was named the 2021 Outstanding Arabic Teacher by the
Kentucky World Languages Association. Mabrouk, Lhouie!

John Johnson
Louisville, KY

Jody & Neva Richards
Bowling Green, KY

Danielle Kannapell
Louisville, KY

Dick & Julia Roberts
Bowling Green, KY

Judy & Jay Kasey
Louisville, KY

Thomas Roppel
Louisville, KY

Lynne Kelly
Louisville, KY

Susie Schott-Martin
Naples, FL

Kentucky Country Day School
Louisville, KY

Linda Hunt Schuster
Louisville, KY

Bryan Kiesewetter
Louisville, KY

Dan Scott
Louisville, KY

Lee Kirkwood
Prospect, KY

Winona Shiprek
Louisville, KY

Ann Landers
Hernando, MS

Paul Shoemaker
Louisville, KY

Jeannine Livesay
Louisville, KY

Larry & Diane Shuck
Prospect, KY

William Kenneth & Maxine Lutz
Louisville, KY

Amy Smith
Louisville, KY

Frank Doheny, Jr.
Louisville, KY

Peter Gude
Louisville, KY

Catherine Masden
Louisville, KY

Cheryl & Wayne Smith
Nashville, TN

Charlotte Donan
Louisville, KY

Roger & Karen Hale
Louisville, KY

Charles & Shannon McCarty
Atlanta, GA

Deborah Smith
Louisville, KY

Richard Duffy
Stuart, FL

Donald & Marjorie Harbst
Louisville, KY

Joan McCombs
Prospect, KY

Mollie Anne Smith
Louisville, KY

Dianne & Earl Edmonds
Mason, OH

Marcia & Bob Harlow
Louisville, KY

Joan A. McGregor
Louisville, KY

Amy & Llewellyn Spears
Louisville, KY

Harold Eisenman
Houston, TX

Paula & Frank Harshaw
Louisville, KY

Dottie McNair
Louisville, KY

Linda Steder
Louisville, KY

Michael J. Fisher
Louisville, KY

Martha & Peter Hasselbacher
Louisville, KY

James Miller
Prospect, KY

Robbie Steder
Louisville, KY

Hollis & Kay Flora
Louisville, KY

Charles & Carol Hebel
Louisville, KY

Steven Monaghan
Chicago, IL

Katie Stites
Louisville, KY

Michael Fore
Atlanta, GA

Kenneth Herrington III
Louisville, KY

William & Marcia Murphy
Louisville, KY

Margaret Thomas
Louisville, KY

Sandra Frazier
Louisville, KY

Mike & Julie Harris Hinson
Prospect, KY

Mary & Ted Nixon
Louisville, KY

Anne Tipton
Louisville, KY

Patricia & Vincenzo Gabrielle
Louisville, KY

Phyllis & William Hinton
Louisville, KY

Kathleen Orr
Longboat Key, FL

Liza Lee & Glenn Ulferts
Louisville, KY

Stephen Gault
Louisville, KY

Kim Hocker
Louisville, KY

Joanne & Charles Owen
Louisville, KY

Camille Wagner
Louisville, KY

Kent & Caroline Gipson
Atlanta, GA

Doug & Rose Howell
Louisville, KY

James & Susan Parobek
Dallas, TX

Edith Wells
Louisville, KY

Charles Edward Glasscock
Louisville, KY

John & Nancy Hubbard
Louisville, KY

Mona & Derrick Powell
Louisville, KY

Ron & Samantha Winkler
Mission Viejo, CA

Susan Grant
Louisville, KY

Lounette Humphrey
Louisville, KY

Junius & Victoria Prince
Louisville, KY

Shelley & Greg Wohlleb
Louisville, KY

Carol Gray
Masonic Home, KY

Ima Johns
Louisville, KY

Jane & Denis Ray
Louisville, KY

Bill Young
Louisville, KY
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New ideas were everywhere at Camp
Innovate! From July 12-16, almost 60
students who had completed grades 3-6
focused on innovation in five disciplines:
Art, Math, Language Arts, Science, and
Clowning.
In Math, teacher Amelia Watkins of
Bowling Green focused on graphing in
four quadrants. This concept, not usually taught until sixth grade, innovated
students’ perceptions of the possibilities
of graphing. Activities included playing
Battleship by plotting ships on a graph,
creating a story map, and building a 3D
maze.
One morning, the students worked
on a coordinate graph mystery picture.

Camp Innovate Opens Up
the World for Students
By plotting the given ordered pairs and
then connecting the points, they created
a drawing of a sun. When Amelia asked
if the students wanted to do additional
mystery pictures, the class gave a resounding, “Yes!”
In Art, teacher Andee Rudloff of
Bowling Green wanted students to work in
as many media as possible and approach
each media in an innovative way. During
one class session, she shook up their idea
of drawing by teaching them to create a
hand that appeared to be three-dimensional. They traced their hands on a piece
of paper, drew straight lines across the
paper — but not through the outline of
the hand — and then connected the lines
with an arc that went through the hand.
Finally, using markers, they colored
in between each line. Andee reviewed the
concept of the color wheel and encour-
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aged them to use complementary colors,
such as yellow and purple, to make the
drawing really pop. Andee told them,
“Take your time with the process — come
up with an idea of how to do it that I
haven’t thought of.”

In Science, the students of Iesha
Eaton of Elizabethtown explored innovation by redesigning an already-existing
toy. To prepare them, during one class, she
read to them Leo Cockroach, Toy Tester by
Kevin O’Malley. In the story, Leo evaluates
many different toys, including some that
are excellent (such as a toy plane that he
flies in), and some that are not (such as the
Stringless Yo-Yo).
With Leo’s experiences as a model,
they then did their own toy-testing. In
teams of two, they evaluated such toys as a
yo-yo (string included), toy car, spinning
top, and a spiral art set. They were charged
with rating the toys for safety and fun and
explaining which they would pick to take
home or give as a gift. Rarely was a group
so well-qualified for a task!
Innovation can also be applied to
one’s self, and in Clowning, students

By the end of camp they had each innovated an old story, such as a Greek myth or a
tale from the Arabian Nights, by making
changes to various literary elements.

One morning, Amy read them Jon
Scieszka’s The True Story of the Three Little
Pigs. In this version of the tale, the wolf
explains that he had innocently knocked
on the pigs’ doors to borrow a cup of sugar
and blew down their houses with errant
sneezes. After, Amy asked the class what
made the story innovative, and the students decided it was the wolf ’s perspective,
which changed him from the villain to
the hero of the story. “Changing perspective can change your whole perception
of a story,” she told them. “Think about
perspective when you write your story this
week.”
Whatever perspective one used, new
ways of thinking and doing were easy to
find at Camp Innovate.
The next Camp Innovate will take
place June 20-24, 2022.

PHOTOS BY ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

worked on a whole new set of skills, including making balloon animals, applying
makeup, and persevering in the face of a
challenge. On juggling day, teacher Nick
Wilkins of Bowling Green showed them
basic techniques with scarves and bean
bags, and then it was the campers’ turn.
“Start with scarves and work your way up
to chainsaws,” Nick joked.
Concentration, surprise, and smiles
decorated the faces of campers as they
caught, dropped, and scrambled on the
floor for lost beanbags and asked friends
to watch them. Nick moved around the
room making adjustments to techniques
and giving tips. “Look where my hands
are,” he told one camper. “There’s a juggler!” he told another.
In Language Arts, teacher Amy Wallace of Bowling Green taught her students
that innovation is everywhere in stories.
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It’s repeated by graduates and alumni: “The Gatton Community.” “The community.” “The connections.” Of all the magic,
growth, and opportunities in The Gatton Academy experience,
alumni are decisive when it comes to naming the most impactful takeaway from their two years at Gatton: friends.
Alumni friendships are so solid that neither time nor
distance shake them. Friend groups from four different alumni
eras reveal how Gatton Academy graduates manage to stay
together across the arc of time and over great distances.

CLASS OF 2008-2009

Gatton Academy
Friend Groups
Thrive Well Beyond
Graduations

“The Circle,” as they call themselves, are among The Gatton
Academy’s earliest graduates and are still the closest of friends.
The Circle is Tyler Clark (Gatton 2008, Counselor 2008, Instructor), Matt Kirk (Gatton 2009), Shelby Rader (Gatton 2009), Jennifer Robinson (VAMPY 2003-06, Travel 2006-07, Gatton 2008,
Instructor), and Matt’s husband — an honorary inductee.
They live in Kentucky, California, Indiana, and Texas,
respectively, but keep in touch every day through group text.
They also travel to see each other, gather on Zoom calls, and
vacation together once a year.
“You often hear folks talk about finding ‘their person,’”
said Matt. “We were lucky enough to find ‘our people.’ We have
struggled with career changes, personal crises, loss, crosscountry moves, and uncertainties about our future; in those
times, we leaned on each other. We celebrate new jobs, new
opportunities, and new life events. These people are my chosen
family.”
“When I think about what this friend group means to me,
I think about my dad,” Jennifer said. “I lost him unexpectedly
to pancreatic cancer when I was 27. I remember saying goodbye to him for the last time before his funeral began. I turned
around, and, in the middle of the crowd, they were there. I
didn’t ask them to come. They were just there in the moment
where I felt like I could not go on. I can’t put into words what
that love feels like. It is the greatest gift I got from my time at
The Academy.”

CLASS OF 2011
Alumni of the class of 2011 Derek Fox and Tyler Parke
started off as friends at Gatton, became roommates at the University of Kentucky (UK), and then collaborated as professional
colleagues.
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They gather for game nights on Zoom
calls, FaceTime with one another, and
meet up at the Lake of the Ozarks to vacation together each year.
“For the last ten years,” she said,
“these friends have been with me through
all the graduations, parties, late nights,
engagements, and weddings — and all
the small nights and days in between.
They know me the best. I can be my true
self with them. It’s a special kind of friendship, especially navigating the world now
as young professionals, to have people
you can be your authentic self around
who will love you regardless.”

BRYAN LEMON

CLASS OF 2017-2018

“Our Gatton connection introduced
us to one another, but our friendship
really took off at UK,” Derek said. “Our interests are mutual with computer science
and engineering. We get along so well
— we’re on the same wavelength. There’s
some weird, unnatural ability for us to
know what’s going on with one another.
We’ve been through so much together. It’s
a powerful linkage.”
Even during their young professional
careers, the two have on occasion been
roommates again, including in Lexington,
Maysville (where they worked together

at Carlson Software), and currently in
Seattle, WA.

CLASS OF 2014
Alum Lindsey Porter (Gatton 2014)
reported on her Gatton Academy friend
group, all from the class of 2014, consisting of Aaron Brzowski, Nate Clause, Ethan
Gill, Harry Heyworth, Ben Koehler (VAMPY
2009-12), Lindsey Shain, Austin Smith,
and Vishnu Tirumala.
Lindsey says the group’s ongoing text
chat is active multiple times each day.

The friend group of Noemi Liebman
(VAMPY 2014, Gatton 2018) stays in touch
over text and Snapchat on a routine basis.
The group consists of fellow 2018 alumni
Lily Hamm (SCATS 2012-13, VAMPY
2014-16), Jonnah McManus, Sarah Sarver
Moore, Mary Reilly (Super Saturdays
2006-10, 2012-14; VAMPY 2014; Counselor 2019), and Selin Sergin, as well as Tithe
Ahmed of the class of 2017.
The group has occasional Zoom calls
and gets together annually to spend a few
days in Bowling Green revisiting Western
Kentucky University’s campus. The friends
recently gathered for the first time after
the pandemic to celebrate the wedding of
one of the group’s members.
Noemi says, “While it might seem
hard to maintain close ties with everyone
scattered across different states, this
friend group has been an important constant in my life over the past five years.
Even though we see each other only once
or twice a year, every time we meet up, I
feel like I never left them. I am so proud to
have been able to see my friends grow up,
graduate college, begin their careers, and
even get married!”
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The First Virtual Biennial
World Conference Brings
Attendees Together
Due to ongoing effects of the global
pandemic, the World Council for Gifted and

While the conference was virtual,
participants were still able to take

Talented Children hosted the Biennial

advantage of networking opportunities.

World Conference virtually for the first

The conference platform helped facilitate

time July 31 – August 1 and August

informal conversations around various

7 – 8. Bringing together more than 600

issues. A forum with more than ten

participants representing 55 countries,
this year’s conference continued the tradition
of networking and sharing ideas. The theme of

discussion topics also allowed attendees to
share ideas and ask questions. When asked her
favorite part of the conference, Maureen Montanía

Developing the Future of Gifted Education encouraged

of Paraguay answered, “The network environment —

attendees to consider how our world has changed and the

everyone was so engaged with everyone else’s work.”

impact of these changes on how gifted students can and
should be served.
The conference included concurrent sessions, panel
discussions, on-demand sessions, and audiovisual
presentations. It also featured eight keynote sessions,

Moreover, Nidal Jouni of Lebanon commented, “I was
able to communicate and get in contact with other members
in the Arab countries; we intend to collaborate to gain new
insights in teacher preparation and student identification.”
The live sessions were staggered across three different

presented by Anouke Bakx of The Netherlands, Mark Brown

zones to allow more participants to attend live sessions. For

of Ireland, Jacobus Maree of South Africa, Colm O’Reilly of

those unable to attend a session, recordings were available

Ireland, Franzis Preckel of Germany, Anne Rinn of the United

for three months.

States, Ugur Sak of Turkey, M. Alexandra Vuyk of Paraguay,
and Gilman Whiting of the United States.

The WCGTC® World Conference was hosted by the
Executive Committee and co-chaired
by Julia Roberts and Tyler Clark.
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The National STEM Scholar Program welcomed its sixth cohort of middle
school science teachers to WKU from May
30 – June 5. The 11 Scholars, representing ten states and selected from a pool of
approximately 150 applicants, enthusiastically engaged with like-minded teachers
interested in various STEM areas during
their week on campus. This professional
learning opportunity, designed to inspire
the Scholars’ creativity and passion for
teaching middle school science, is hosted
by The Center in partnership with The
Gatton Academy and funded by the National Stem Cell Foundation.

WKU faculty members Rico Tyler
and Kerrie McDaniel guided the Scholars
through lessons that would help their
students get more excited about science,
such as making a microscope from tablets
and cell phones, using chemistry to escape
a breakout room, and programming
Ozobots as a way to learn about DNA.
The Scholars took these lessons and the
pedagogical concepts behind them back to
their own classrooms. They also collabo-
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2021 STEM
Scholars Renew
their Passion for
Teaching Science

rated with one another to plan and revise
their Challenge Projects, dream projects
for their classrooms that they will now
have the professional and financial support needed to implement.
Additionally, Scholars interacted with
guest speaker Dr. Talithia Williams from
Harvey Mudd College as she shared her
experiences of becoming interested in
studying math. The week culminated with
a trip to Mammoth Cave and the National
Corvette Museum.

Susie Dobkins of Billings, MT, said,
“My favorite part of the week on campus
was getting to collaborate and discuss with
other passionate science educators about
their Challenge Projects and the amazing
ideas they have for bettering their classroom practice.”
While all the Scholars already had
a passion for science and teaching, the
program allowed them to dive deeper
and further explore areas of interest. Sri
Sundaram of Livingston, NJ, commented,

PHOTOS BY ADDISON LEBOUTILLIER

“The week helped me experience the curious, joyful, inquisitive
child in me.”
Jaime Camero of Tucson, AZ, noted, “This program expanded my understanding of teaching from a phenomenon approach
and introduced me to storylines that will engage students and get
them excited about learning.” Such excitement could result in getting more middle school students interested in pursuing STEM
careers.
Throughout the upcoming school year, the Scholars will continue to plan their Challenge Projects. The projects of this year’s
cohort include using Arduino technology to build sensors for
metabolism and water quality, using interdisciplinary approaches
to help students tell their story of how they are connected to their
community and local culture, learning about white squirrels and
how to create materials to help them survive, and creating ecofriendly structures that harvest energy. Next spring, the Scholars
will attend the National Science Teachers Association annual conference in Houston, TX, to share their Challenge Project progress
with one another and other attendees.
A seventh cohort of Scholars will come to WKU in summer
2022. Applications will be due February 1. Please help us spread
the word!
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With 33 workshops spread over three
weeks — June 21–25, June 28–July 2, and
July 19–23 — our 38th annual Advanced
Placement (AP) Summer Institute, hosted
by The Center for Gifted Studies in coordination with the College Board, was
held online for the second year in a row
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
As in 2020, participants came from a
much broader geographical range than inperson institutes, with nearly 500 teachers
attending from 40 states plus Washington,
DC and the Virgin Islands, and ten foreign
countries across five continents. Also like
2020, dedicated consultants provided
quality resources, explanation, and community to participants, but this time they
were better-positioned to make full use
of the benefits of virtual learning because
of the experience both consultants and
participants had acquired in using online
tools like Zoom and Google. And, as every
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AP Institute
Thrives Online
year, the workshops were full of energy,
enthusiasm, and dedication.
Maritza Sloan of St. Louis, MO, who
taught our Experienced section of Spanish
Language and Culture, was particularly
upbeat. She said on the Thursday of the
weeklong workshop, “This group is amazing. Instead of peeling the onion, we are
cooking the onion!”
Her class didn’t mind being online —
thrilled to be in an experienced class, they
bonded quickly. Liz Owens of Florence
loved being with her group of teachers:

“The quality of people that we’re collaborating with is phenomenal.”
Several participants also liked not
needing to travel. Diana Rivera of Dallas,
TX, participated from her family’s home
in Puerto Rico. She said, “I love having the
option of not having to upend my whole
family, and, of course, the work is amazing. I love that our teaching experience
has been honored and welcome.”
Gerald Gillis of Dallas, PA, taught
Calculus AB. He said, “It’s going even better than last year because we’re more fa-

PARTICIPANTS CAME FROM:
40 states plus DC and Virgin Islands
10 foreign countries
(Canada, China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Spain,
Switzerland, Turkey, Vietnam)
5 continents
(North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa)

miliar with working online. Using Google
Classroom as a tool definitely helps make
things more interactive.”
His students were certainly satisfied:
Lillian Clairmont of Chester, VA, commented, “The workshop has been very
good with a lot of content, both in terms
of calculus and also how to teach AP more
efficiently.”
Luis Jauregui of Bakersfield, CA,
noted he would not have been able to
take the workshop with Gerald had it not
been online. He said, “Gerald is a great
instructor. It has been an intense week. I’m
so grateful he has patience, energy, and a
willingness to share resources.”
Marty Sternstein of Ithaca, NY, found
teaching the Statistics workshop online
easier this time around and valued working with teachers who might not have
been able to participate otherwise. However, he hopes to be back in person next
year: “I look forward to getting to know
the teachers at the onsite workshop. I have
lunch and dinner with them and find out
how they look at mathematics and what
they think of about life. It’s a wonderful
experience.”
Our 2022 APSI will be June 27-July 1
at Western Kentucky University and July
18-22 in St. Louis, MO.

33 workshops
3 weeks
497 participants
29 consultants
Consultants came
from 18 states

Julia Roberts
Honored
by WCGTC
In conjunction with the World Council
for Gifted and Talented Children’s (WCGTC)
biennial conference, the Executive Committee of the World Council presented Dr. Julia
Link Roberts with the 2021 World Council
Distinguished Service Award. Eligibility for
the award is contingent upon the recipient
having made an outstanding contribution
to gifted education as reflected in service to the WCGTC and in the
furtherance of its purposes over a period of ten years or more.
In her time as president, Julia oversaw the creation of “Global
Principles for Professional Learning in Gifted Education,” a document intended as a tool to create positive change on behalf of gifted
students locally, regionally, and globally. The principles can serve to
urge educational leaders and policymakers to invest in professional
learning to benefit gifted education. The full document can be accessed at world-gifted.org/professional-learning-global-principles.
pdf and an accompanying poster is available at world-gifted.org/
professional-learning-global-principles-poster.pdf
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Gifted Students
Thrive in
JCPS Summer
Explorations
Academy
The Center was pleased to be able to
provide summer camps for gifted young
people in Louisville for the second summer in a row as part of its collaborative effort with Jefferson County Public Schools
(JCPS). Teaching in one of the two
Summer Explorations Academies was one
of the final steps for a cohort of 38 JCPS
teachers who are earning their endorsement in gifted education. The teachers
developed the curriculum for their classes
in a previous course where they learned
about the importance of using universal
themes, preassessing students to determine what they already know and what
they are ready to learn, and differentiating
the curriculum so there is a good match
with the needs of the student.
At the Academy held June 21-July 2 at
the JCPS Gheens Academy building, gifted
fourth and fifth graders took four classes
each day. The 21 classes covered a wide
range of topics such as forensics (Crime
Scene Detective), music (Fiddling Around
and You Can Uke), drama (Theatre for
Social Change and Behind the Scenes
and Between the Lines), social studies
(Exploring America’s National Parks and
A Titanic Adventure), and much more.
Students could also choose a class that
focused on social-emotional learning to
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help them understand their giftedness and
learn coping strategies for dealing with
stress and perfectionism. Breakfast, lunch,
and transportation were provided to the
students at no cost by JCPS to ensure that
a diverse group of high-potential students
could participate in this summer experience.
Classes exposed learners to a variety
of concepts. In Let’s Argue, taught by Beth
Calhoun, students conducted a “flawed
debate.” They selected topics like “Video
games teach bad habits,” “The beach is better than the mountains,” and “It is never
okay to lie.” Students in Rebecca Spalding’s
Math and Art class experienced the integration of mathematics and art through

making origami Sonobe modules, creating
polyhedrons, designing tessellations and
curves of pursuit, and learning about the
Fibonacci sequence. For their final project
they chose a math and art topic and created a masterpiece around their topic to
present to their peers.
Cohort member Beth Calhoun of
Louisville had this to say about her experience: “Prior to this program, I did not
have an understanding of the needs of gifted students or how to address them. Now
I have acquired strategies about preassessment, differentiation, and acceleration,
and I am looking forward to incorporating
these into my future lessons.”
Teacher Rebecca Spalding commented, “I have learned so much from
these classes. I constantly think about the
statement that ‘students can’t learn what
they already know.’ It was one of the driving factors behind all I did in this unit — I
differentiated by creating groups based on
preassessment, so students were working
where they needed to be and not repeating
previous learning. I explored many different topics with the students and allowed
them the opportunity to explore their
passions to create their own math and art
piece.”
The second camp was held for middle
school students at Noe Middle School in
Louisville from July 12-23. During this
Summer Academy, teacher Marc Monroe
gave a preassessment on theatre history
and found that some of his students had
knowledge of the Renaissance period, so
he assigned them a different historical period to research instead. This adjustment
resulted in one of his students saying, “I
thought this class was going to be boring,
but I’m actually learning stuff!”
Leaning every day is the goal for all
students, but it doesn’t always happen for
gifted students because they often know
over 50% of grade level curriculum before
the school year begins. Now 38 more JCPS
teachers will enter their classrooms this
fall understanding the nature and needs of
gifted students and ready to offer them a
challenging curriculum.

Make a Gift to

The Center for
Gifted Studies
All gifts are tax deductible.
Please make checks payable
to the WKU Foundation.
SEND TO:
The Center for Gifted Studies
Western Kentucky University
1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone ____________________ Work Phone ____________________ Email ________________________
Company ____________________________ (If your company has a matching gift program, please include form.)
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Amount Enclosed $ __________________________
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_______________________________________

I would like to talk to someone about other ways to
support The Center (e.g., endowment, scholarships,
specific programs, etc.).

G
 ail Hiles Super Saturdays Scholarship

I would like to know more about including
The Center for Gifted Studies in my estate plans.

Tracy Inman VAMPY Scholarship
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Giving online is easy!
wku.edu/gifted/give
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Winter Super Saturdays
February 5, 12, & 19
IdeaFestival Bowling Green
February 16
National STEM
Scholars Program
May 29 – June 4
SCATS
June 5 – 17
VAMPY
June 19 – July 9
Camp Innovate
June 20 – 24
Advanced Placement
Summer Institute at WKU
June 27 – July 1
Camp Explore
July 5 – 8
Advanced Placement
Summer Institute
St. Louis, MO
July 18 – 22

